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clean after using it, and doing one's home work where one is
comfortably near the family yet not in the way of grown-ups
are personal and family matters. So also is the care of the
rooms of the house, the yard, or the garden.
There are many ways of motivating a study of housekeeping
and dignifying it. Ways of helping at home can be listed at
school under different classifications of interest, difficulty, or
possibly of seasons, and efforts each child makes daily to help
at home can be recorded in progress chart form. For exam-
ple, a chart on daily activities might recognize making the
garden or weeding it, setting the table, going to the store,
hanging up one's clothes, emptying waste baskets, sweeping
or dusting, "minding" the baby, packing school lunches, and
other activities.
Ten- to twelve-year-olds enjoy housekeeping at school. The
inspiration to do things about the house may come to the ten-
and eleven-year-old from doing housekeeping at school under
challenging circumstances, from stories, and from discussion
of the things other children have done. In some classrooms
the children themselves annually repaint the bookshelves,
work tables, frames of bulletin boards, and other odd pieces
of furnishings in their homeroom. When classrooms are not
adapted to carrying out house care activities, it may be more
satisfactory to use the teachers' work and social room or the
home-living rooms where settings are homelike. Here the
pupils can carry through the entire process of cleaning and
arranging the furnishings in the different rooms of a house,
and many processes are learned. In the homemaking room,
which is arranged as a living room in a home might be, artistic
and functional arrangement of the furnishings can be studied
by moving chairs, tables, lamps, and small objects into pleas-
ing groups.
Experiences such as these often lead the children to rear-
range the furnishings of their own bedroom or living room in
seeking more convenient arrangement. They may be led, too,
to make in the crafts and home-living laboratories equipment
such as storage boxes, ironing boards, curtains, or other arti-